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Pallant House Gallery is delighted to present ‘Nigel 
Kingsbury: Loves Nigel’ in the Studio from 7 January – 
2 February 2014. This is the third exhibition in a series 
celebrating the six Award Winners of Outside In: 
National 2012, a triennial competition for artists from 
the margins.  
 
Kingsbury was presented with an Award for his piece 
‘Woman’; which is an example of his considered 
observation of the female figure. The piece has since 
been purchased by Pallant House Gallery for inclusion 
in their permanent collection. 
 
Born in 1949, Kingsbury has been a key member of Action 
Space; a London based visual arts organisation supporting 
the development of artists with learning disabilities, for 
nearly 10 years. He has exhibited widely as part of the 
group and has been selected for Studio Voltaire’s 
prestigious Members Show on three occasions.  
 
Kingsbury’s fine, delicate portraits depict women as 
mystical goddesses attired in glamorous ball gowns, 
decadent outfits and floating dresses. Each picture is 
unique, sometimes drawn from memory, sometimes of 
those in close proximity, but always of women he likes and 
is inspired by. If Kingsbury is fond of the woman he is 
drawing, he will place hearts and kisses around his 
signature and, for a few special people, he will sign the 
piece “Love(s) Nigel”; giving the exhibition its title.  
 
Drawing virtually every day, Kingsbury has produced 
images of women since his 20s. During his time spent in 
hospital, he was inspired by the nurses, and when at home, 
he would source images by recording TV programmes and 
freeze framing selected women to sketch.  
 
This fascination with the female form inspires Kingsbury to 
create drawings with a frequently mysterious and eerie 
quality, although his idolisation of the figure in such a rare 
and carefully observed manner is far removed from 
contemporary issues of gender stereotyping. 
 
Kingsbury’s artistic talent has always been appreciated and 
supported by his family, particularly his father, an inventor, 
who created a studio space with a customised drawing 
board for him at home.  
 
Action Space’s artist tutor, Charlotte Hollinshead, says 
of working with Kingsbury: “Nigel is a true and dedicated  
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artist with an absolute passion for his art. The love and care 
Nigel invests in his drawing is apparent in every pencil line. 
His drawing is unpredictable and it is always a wonder 
watching as each of his carefully sketched figures 
develops. It is a privilege to work alongside such a talented, 
sensitive and unique man. Nigel is extremely pleased to be 
one of the Outside In Award Winners and has worked hard 
towards this solo exhibition.” 
 
Simon Martin, Artistic Director at Pallant House 
Gallery, says: “When considering a possible acquisition  
from the Outside In exhibition, we were drawn to ‘Woman’ 
by Nigel Kingsbury because we felt it was a very powerful 
drawing that could easily hold its own alongside works by 
celebrated modern artists in the collection. It is a fine 
example of delicate craftsmanship, but also a compelling 
work that speaks of nuanced attitudes to women, and has 
a mystical quality that we felt could be used in a variety of 
different thematic displays.”  
 
Outside In was set up by Pallant House Gallery in 2006 to 
provide opportunities for artists with a desire to create 
who see themselves as facing a barrier to the art world. 
The project’s main vehicle is a triennial open art exhibition 
which was first held in 2007 and featured 100 artists from 
across Sussex. By 2012, the project had gone national, 
engaging more than 1,500 artists and 13,000 audience 
members.  
 
Listings information 
 
Dates: 7 January – 2 February 2014 
Opening Hours: Tues- Sat: 10am – 5pm 
Thurs: 10am – 8pm, Sun/Bank Holidays: 11am – 5pm.  
Address: Pallant House Gallery, 9 North Pallant, 
Chichester, West Sussex, P019 1TJ.  
Admission: Free 
Website:  www.pallant.org.uk 


