
  
 
 

 

  
 
Step Up: Exploring Collections at Ditchling Museum of 
Art + Craft 

Training Course 2019 
 
 

About this opportunity 
Outside In is delighted to be 
partnering with Ditchling 
Museum of Art + Craft to 
deliver a Step Up: Exploring 
Collections course focusing on 
the works from the museum’s 
collection that will be on 
display in their upcoming 
exhibition, ‘Disruption, 
Devotion and Distributism.’  
 
What is Step Up? 
Step Up is the training and 
professional development 
programme devised and 
delivered by award-winning arts charity Outside In. The programme is a key 
part in the charity’s work to provide a platform for artists who find it difficult 
to access the art world for reasons including health, disability, social 
circumstance or isolation. The programme focuses on supporting participants 
to gain new skills in order to increase opportunities.  
 
Since its inception in 2007, more than 100 artists have taken part in one of two 
training programmes: Leading Workshops or Exploring Collections. 
 
Exploring Collections aims to equip participants with skills in research and 
interpretation. As part of the course, participants are encouraged to find a 
theme, artist or works from a collection or exhibition that they would like to 
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focus on, they are then encouraged to produce creative responses to this 
research.   
 
Tell me more about the exhibition the course will focus on… 
This course will focus on Ditchling Museum’s autumn/winter exhibition, called 
‘Disruption, Devotion and Distributism’, which runs from 19 October 2019 to 
30 April 2020. From the early twentieth century the village of Ditchling has 
been a magnet for artists, makers and others who came to the village as a 
place to make a new kind of life and create work in an environment conducive 
to alternative thinking. The Guild of St Joseph and St Dominic played an 
important part in this community and continued to provide a structure for 
living and making work until 1989. Drawing on the museum’s outstanding 
collection, including never before seen work from the St Dominic’s Press, this 
exhibition will explore the ideas and politics of Ditchling artists and 
craftspeople, many of which still have relevance today. 
 
Tell me more about the course… 
The course will be delivered by an experienced Step Up Course Tutor working 
closely with staff from Ditchling Museum. The course will take place one day a 
week across five weeks (please see below for dates). There is a potential 
opportunity for the creative responses produced as a result of the course to be 
displayed at the museum in early 2020.  
 
Participants must be able to commit to attending the course at Ditchling 
Museum (Lodge Hill Lane, Ditchling, East Sussex, BN6 8SP) on the following 
dates: 
 
Thursday 31 October 2019, 10am – 4pm 
Thursday 7 November 2019, 10am – 4pm 
Thursday 14 November 2019, 10am – 4pm 
Thursday 21 November 2019, 10am – 4pm 
Thursday 5 December 2019, 10am – 4pm 
  
Places on the course are free and Outside In is able to contribute towards 
travel and lunch expenses. As Ditchling Museum is difficult to access by public 
transport, it may be feasible that Outside In can organise transport from the 
nearest train station, which is Hassocks.  
 
On completion of the project participants will receive a Step Up certificate. 
 



What do other people say about Step Up? 
“I would definitely recommend Step Up to other people. The first thing I would 
say is that it’s great for your confidence, and it really helps you to collate and 
build a portfolio. It also gives you the confidence to work in other areas. 
Participants start defining themselves as artists, not just a ‘person that does 
art.’ It’s very inspiring and it has really informed my work. The academic side 
really excited me too – interpreting the collections at the Gallery and 
researching the archives, which I love.” - LWG, artist and Step Up alumnus 
 
How do I apply? 
Submissions are made by filling out a short application form, which Outside In 
is happy to provide in a range of formats. Please highlight any access 
requirements. 
 
If you have any questions about this course please contact Outside In’s Step Up 
Coordinator, Kate Davey, on 01273 381311 or email 
kate.davey@outsidein.org.uk.   
 
When do I need to apply by? 
Deadline for applications: 9am, Thursday 3 October 2019  
Interview date: Thursday 10 or Friday 11 October 2019 

 

For more information about this course, and to download an application 
form, visit: https://outsidein.org.uk/news/apply-now-for-step-up-exploring-
collections-course-at-ditchling-museum/ 
 
 
About Ditchling Museum of Art + Craft 
It might be surprising that a village the size of Ditchling warrants a museum 
dedicated to the art and craft created by local artists. But Ditchling is no 
ordinary village. Throughout the twentieth century it attracted artists and craft 
workers of national repute. This museum provides the opportunity to see the 
works in the place where they were made. Around the village, particularly in 
the church and the churchyard, there is more evidence of their work. Ditchling 
Museum of Art + Craft has a frequently changing programme of exhibitions 
and displays alongside a growing permanent collection. 
www.ditchlingmuseumartcraft.org.uk  
 
About Outside In 
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Outside In is a catalyst for change. Founded in 2006, it is now an established 
national charity that aims to provide a platform for artists who face significant 
barriers to the art world due to health, disability, social circumstance or 
isolation. 
 
Outside In’s work covers three main areas: Artist development, exhibitions and 
training. These activities, supported by fundraising and communications, all 
aim to create a fairer art world by supporting artists, creating opportunities 
and educating organisations. 
 
Since its inception, Outside In has engaged with more than 5,000 artists 
traditionally excluded from the mainstream art world, reached a quarter of a 
million audience members and gained more than 80 partner organisations 
nationally. It has held more than 50 exhibitions to date and now provides 
opportunities and support for more than 2,600 artists. 
 
In the next three years the charity will work to create a national platform to 
support the delivery of its programmes. It will do this through working in 
partnership with key strategic arts organisations across the UK to act as hubs 
of activity and support. 

www.outsidein.org.uk  
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